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THE

TRUE PROTESTANT.

General Regard to the

Rights of Mankind, and

particularly thofe of the

Proteftant Intereft, has

induc'd me to attempt a

Differtation, in order to defend^ explain ,

and illuftratc fo valuable an Article.

Liberty is an Article of the greateJ t

Confequcnce. So fine a Flower in the

Garden of human Society, requires to

have the ftri&eft Watch kept about it

;

and if the Weeds have any Way in-

vaded it, it merits to be di fentangled

A 2 from,
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from them, and to be fet in the moft

open Light.

If Liberty is the Right of all

Men, what fhould difcourage its being

underftood by all ? What fhould hin-

der its being cultivated by all, and af-

ferted in its full Extent f This will

ever prove the beft Defence againft

Popery. To prevent the Return of

Popery into a Proteftant Nation, it is

not fufficient to rely on the Influence of

private Intereft, or Property, becaufe

the Bulk of a Nation has but little

Property. In our late Seafon of pub-

lic Danger, it was not the Landed-

Intereft, or Stock-Intereft, or any that

may be called a partial Intereft, but

the Spirit of Liberty and Affection,

which, under Providence, principally

carried the Point. With the fame

View is offered this prefent Effay.

-ery wife Man cfteems Liberty his

beft Poffeffion ; he values it as his

Birthright y and does not forget that

'tis
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'tis alfo the Birthright of others. He
knows it, becaufe he feels it the chief

Ingredient of his Happinefs. It is a

Circumftance in Society, juft as necef-

fary and ufeful in the moral World, as

Air in the elemental, to give Life, Mo-
tion and Vigour to the Whole. The
Hindrances and Preventions of Liberty

in the World are Fear, Indolence and

Super*flition, its Enemies Ambition and

Self. In the mean Time, it is doubtful

who are moft to be blam'd, the Ambi-
tious, or the Indolent.

In Proportion as Mankind poiTefs

this Circumftance, this Air pure and

free, or denfe and obftruclied, their

Communities are more or lefs agreeable.

Some Communities, 'tis true, make a

fhift with a fmall Share of it; but it is

either becaufe they know no better, or

have not a Capacity of procuring more.

There is one Article in the World, I

mean Rdigio:;, which lift

without Liberty, not only tolerably,

but in no Senfe at all. Son : often

pal
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paffes for Religion with feveral, the

Effect of Authority and Cuftom ; yet

is term'd fuch improperly, nothing

being properly Religion, except what a

Man knows for himfelf, believes for

himfelf, and his Eyes behold, and not

another. Beliefs Knowledge, Judgment,

are Things not transferable ; they muft

be all acquired, they muft be diftincrly

received, though poffibly through Af-

fiftance of others, before I can call them

my Belief, tny Knowledge, my Judg-
ment. For Inftance : A Number of

Perfons are taking the Survey of fome

eminent City, at a Diftance from the

Suburbs ; as a Countryman or Stranger

I join myfelf to them : How agreeably,

fay they, one lees the great City from

this Spot : Behold, Countryman, how
confoicuous the Tower ; fee there the

Shipping ; a majeftic Dome rifes in the

Midft of the Metropolis, its Summit in

the Clouds ; what a Variety of atten-

dant Spires, with each its particular De-

nomination ; a Range of innumerable

Buildings carries vou far to the Weft ;

2 the
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the Whole terminated with an illuftrious

Abbey ! Now this may be a real Pro-

spect, and the feveral Objects fuffi-

cicntly known to Perfons conversant in

the Place; but my Friends muft excufe

me, if, confidered as a Stranger, I

cannot take them in lb readily as they

can run them over: Time to diftin-

guifli is requisite for me : The Objects

muft be plain to me, as well as to my
Guides, before I can affert them ; be-

caufe I do not find that I can fee with

another's Eye. He that does not fee

for himfelf, does not fee at all.

Again, I may happen to fall amongft

Perfons who only pretend to Sights

;

who have feen nothing themfclves, nor

have any Thing to mew, but would
make a Property ofme for their Main-
tenance. In fuch poflible Circum-
ftances, what doth it concern me to

do ? Surely to ufe the greatclt Caution

againft being impofed upon, or to fhun

and abandon an Impofition as foon as I

difcern it; leaft I give away myTime and

Money
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Money for nothing, or for that which is

worfe than nothing ; after the Manner

of the Dutch Peafants, who, as Era/-

mus relates it, were made to believe at

Noon-day, by the Ingenuity of two or

three Juglers, that they faw in the Sky

a red Dragon ; whilft the Monfter had

no Exiftence, except in the ArtifYs

AfTurance, and their deluded Imagi-

nation. Let the Reader take Care not

to be found in the Number of them,

who, in the Noon-day of Learning and
Knowledge, continue to fee a Dragon.

It is obfervable, Mankind may truft.

the making of Laws, and in fome Re-

fpect their Civil Liberties, though not

their Senfes, in the Hands of others.

Nor can it be avoided, becaufe Society, as

fuch, hath great Reference to outward

and temporal Articles. We may com-

mit our Property, or Goods, to the

Difcretion and Diipofal of a Repre-

fentative ; but we are incapable of

having a Truftee in the Article of Re-

ligion. Some Perfons feem to think it

as



as lawful to make Creeds for others, aa

y?(f?x of Parliament * and perhaps

would form as many, might they be

permitted. Surely thefe Zealots have

not well weighed the Attempt, but

have been drawn forward by Precedents,

and by a little fecret Pride in Namre.

A confiderate Perfon would not take

upon him another's Confcience, if he

might ; and a Man honeft to himfelf

cannot give it up. He that thinks of

fubmitting his Understanding to an-

other, deceives both himfelf, and the

Perfon he would compliment; he

cannot though he would. Many, in-

deed, flatter themfelves, that through

the Authority of a Church, or by the

fuperior Wifdom and Guidance of the

Learned, they have believed much,
who, perhaps, upon a ftridl Inquiry,

would not be found to have believed

any Thing. To believe with the

Ghurch is frequently no Belief at all.

In diis Cafe the Underftanding hath

taken no Pains, Perfons have no Ideas,

B they
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they have repeated Words after others,

with little or no Meaning in them.

Again, If the Underftanding cannot;

be enlighten'd by mere Authority,

nor a {ingle Confcience be (in Pro-

priety of Speech) prefcribed to, how
vain mull be the Attempt to prefcribe,

in Points of Religion, to a whole Na-

tion at once ! how unjufl to fubjcct to

Pains and Penalties, and even call: out

of the Christian Pale, all who diffent

from an cftablifhed Opinion ! Men, who
infill upon an EJlabliJhment^ and bind it

by coercive Means, are troubled with a

fhort Memory. They protefted for-

merly againft human Power, in the Per-

fon of the Pope, and now are pleading

for it. Difputing with the Roznani/ls,

they ftand up for the Scriptures, and

Right of private Judgment ; but to

their Fellow-Proteftants, are continu-

ally crying up the high and facred

Office of the Clergy, meaning always

their own Clergy ; the Illiteracy of the

cpmmon People, and utter Incapacity

to
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to understand the Scriptures, Church-

Order, Peace of the State, Regularity
$

and various Arguments, which, in the'

Hands of the Romanijis, they efteem'd

of no Weight: So that they under-

mine the Rights they us'd to affertj

and talk of Liberty, but mean it only

for themfelves and their own Party*

We have Proteftants, it is to be fear'd,

too confin'd and narrow of moft De-
nominations ; fuch will embrace yoUj

if you agree with them in every Point

;

but the leaft Variation ftaggers all their

Friendmip
;
prefently they are difgufted

with you, you are an Heathen Mati^

and a Publican.

An Evil of this Kind fometimes at-*

tends Converfation, on Subjecls not re-

ligious* Moft Men are apter to give,

than to fuffer, Contradiction. Ferrcidio
y

though a Perfon of many good Quali-

ties, being engaged in a Debate, is dif-

pleafed if you differ from his Senti-

ments : He docs not confidcr, that if

you oppofe his Sentiments, he oppofes

B 2 yoinv



yours. Fervidws PaiTions rife to iuch

a Degree, that it becomes inconvenient

to fit near him. And whence arifes

all this Refentment and Difcontent ?

Only becaufe his Friend, or the Compa-
ny, do not agree to fet him up for aPope.

Thorough Politenefs considers what is

due to others, as well as what is ckim'd
to one's fe]f ; whilft the Man, who is

?iot a Proteftant, cannot have tme Man-
ners. But to return from this Di-

greffion, if it be a Digreflion.

It is obiervable, before the Refor-

mation our Doctors, and Advocates

againft Rome, bottom'd themfelves upon

Liberty ; they pleaded for private Judg-
ment, and fole Authority of Scripture -

y

that is to fay, that every Man as well

common Man as Ecclefiaftic, hath a

Right to read and underftand the Scrip-

ture for tumfelf; I fay, for himfelf,

otherwife the Concellion hath no Mean-
ing in it, but is an errant Mockery.

But it feems, when the pretended Suc-

cciTor pf Saint Peter was thrown out of

the
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the Saddle, others were Handing ready

to get in, PofTibly they were per-

fwaded better Things of themfdves.

Though the Italian had acted erro-

neously, and wickedly, yet would not

they. That is, the Pope with his In-

fallibility ought not to be trufted
;
yet

fallible Men (efpecially in Great Bri-

tain) might. So Rome and Conftanti-

nople contended antiently about the

Title of Univerfal and OEcumenical
Bilhop, which in Truth belonged to

neither. Rome protefted againft Con-

Jlanwwple, when the Grecian Patriarch

follicited the Supremacy, and declared,

that whofoever mould accept that Title,

would be the Forerunner of Antichrift ;

yet by-and-by me accepted it herfelf.

When Power fairly prefents itfelf, and
licks the Hand of human Nature, it is

no eafy Matter to refufc it. This calls

for the greater Care and Watchfulnefs

in the Guardians of Liberty, to keep

the Enemy at Arms-length. He that

gives Way to the lcaft Power, properly

fo call'd in Matters of Religion, in Ef-

fect
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feci: gives Way to it all. There is rid

being an Half-Proteftant. No Evil is

changed by a Change of Hands : Where
the Evil itfelfis humanAuthority, it waits

an abfolute Removal, An EJlabliJhment

in Religion, other than the Scriptures*,

beiides that it hath no Warrant, never

anfwered a good Purpofe, but is fure

to have bad Effects. Under Colour of

attempting Uniformity in Opinions,

which Men can no fooner produce than

they can an Uniformity of Faces, they

generally mean the Exaltation of Self

;

that is, that their own Opinion ^ not

properly becaufe in Scripture, but be-

caufe their own, mall have the Pre-

eminence. Poffibly they mean well,

(for I would allow to the utmoft) but

infenfibly they thruft themfelves into

the Place of the Deity, and their E-

ftablimment ever did, and ever will,

take the Place of the Scriptures. Every

Man and every Party profefs indeed to

found their Scheme on the Scriptures

;

but whether it be there or no, it is no

fooner eftablifhed but it becomes as ef-

fectual
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fedhial as the Scripture, and as much
regarded by the timorous Bulk of Man-
kind. On this Occasion, it makes a

mere Complement to the Scriptures.

It profefTes to reft and depend upon

them, but yet fteals their Influence,

and cloaths itfelf with their Authority.

'Tis fo ready at hand, Men trouble

themfelves to go no farther. Hence
fprings amongft them, and increafes,

Formality, Ignorance, Irreligion, and

a Readinefs to return to Popery, by
the firft Temptation that may rife in

their way. Religion of Man's mak-
ing is always fhallow, and very uncer-

tain.

It is remarkable, that no foreign

Proteftant Churches fat down at the

Reformation in the manner of the

Church of England. Neither do weo
read of a national Church at all in the

New Teftament. We read of Churches

in the plural Number, the Churches of

Judca, the C! lurches of Galatia^ the

feven Churches in Jlfia* or the Church

of
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of fome particular City ; but nothing

occurs under the Stile of national or

provincial. This gives us a proper Idea

of the Christian Community through-

out the World. Every Congregation

is a Church independent of others, and

the Whole taken collecTively makes the

Church, fo far as it is viiible. Again,

according to Chriftian Liberty, every

Member in a Congregation is inde-

pendent of another in that Congre-

gation; the meaneft Man or Woman
as free as the greateft. Not that fuch

Liberty authorizes a Member to dif-

agree with Minifter or People, through

a Spirit of Levity and Wantonnefs

;

this would be criminal. Rather a Man
of Confcience and Virtue would agree

in every Point, if pofllble, for Peace

and Order's fake. Neverthelefs , a

Freedom muft be afierted and main-

tained, if Perfons would be confifie?it

Proteftants and rationed Chriftiails.

Let us obferve what our Bibles hold

forth on Subjects of this kind. The
Author



Author of Christianity has thought fit

to exprefs and declare himfelf in thefe

Terms. My Kingdom is not of this

TVorld. That is, the Church of Je-

fus hath no Reference to world!}' Ad-
vantages, nor {lands in \voridly Sup-

ports. It is a Kingdom in the Con-
fcience, where none ha eh a Right to

be, nor can be King, but Chrifl him-

feli. Its Weapons or Supports are not

carnal, but Jpirhual. It depends not

upon coercive Power, like civil Go-
vernment ; nor upon Pomp and Gran-

deur; nor yet upon Emoluments and

Profits to its Followers. Rather it (lands

in the reverfe of thefe. Self-denial is

written upon the Threshold, but many
feem to have overlooked it, at their

coming in. Again, 7%e Kings of the

Gentiles exercije Lcrdjrip over them,

and they that cxercifc Authority upon

them are called Benefa&ors. But ve

fjall not be fo ; but he that is greatcfl

among you, let him be as the you \ v,

and he that is chief as he that doth

ferve. Pcrfons of common Under-

C (landing



;.[ i8

J

{landing think nothing can be plainer

than this Paffage againft prelatic Power

and Title. Yet Ecclejiajlics, having

the Benefit of an uncommon Genius,

fhun the Force of the Text, and evade

all its Prohibition, by a Leaf out of the

Pope's Book ; who, with all his mag-
nificent Titles, ftiles himfelf alfo the

Servant of S.rvants, but in the latter

Part he is without any Meaning. The
Sons of Zebedee indeed underftood our

Saviour very erroneoufly, and difcovered

a contrary Mind and Difpofition, when
they defired to lit one on his right

Hand, and the other on his left, in his

Kingdom, Some Apology may be

made for them. At that Time they

were Perfons of fmall Experience
;

they were yowig Difciples. But it is

not {o eafy to apologize for Perfons

advanced in Years, and Fathers in

Chriftianity, that they mould be of

the fame Mind.

The Apoftle Paul, I apprehend,

knew perfectly well the Nature and

Principles
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Principles of the Chriftian Religion.

Paul afferts not only his own Freedom

from all Men, but acknowledges and

avows, relatively both to himfelf and

every other Minifter, precifely thus,

Not that we have Dominion over your

Faith
y

but are Helpers of your foy.

This, no doubt, is the proper Cha-

racter of a virtuous and modeft Mini-

fter. He that aflumes more, has no

Warrant for it from the Scriptures,

whatfoever Warrant he may have made
out for himfelf, or others may have

been weak enough to give him. The
Text aforegoing appears fo determinate

and particular, that I have fometimes

wondered the Advocates for human
Eftablifhments have not endeavoured

to tind out by Criticifm, that finely

there mutt, be a Miftake in it. Nor
that W4 have Dominion ! Methinks it

cannot be a right Reading. Hath not

the Particle not been an Interpolation,

and flipped into the Original, through

the Inadvertency ot the Tranfcril er ?

Thefe Transcribers arc hccdlefs Men.
C 2 Or
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Or was not the Transcriber fome fecret

and wicked Heretic, who has done this

thing from Malice propenfe againft the

whole Hierarchical Syftem ?

No doubt Helps in the Church may
and ought to be admitted ; and, as

ether Texts intimate, we are to obey

them rcoko have the Rule over us ; that

is, fo far as they obey the Word of

God. No Man can rationally in-

terpret fuch a Paffage to any far-

ther Latitude. And, the Elder or Mi-

nifter, who labours in Word and Doc-

trine, is worthy of double Honour ; is

worthy to be refpecled and efteemed

proportionably to the Labour he takes

in his Office. Others who creep in

with a View to Maintenance and Pro-

rr tion, who are Ariifts, and mew
Sights in the Air, are juftly void of any

fuch Title.

There are Minifters in the World,

fome of God's, and fome of Man's

making only. A Proteftant mould
learn
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learn to diftinguiili them, and know
them one from another. Till he docs

this, he fuffcrs many Inconveniences.

The Minifter who is of Man's making

only is a Prie/l, be he of the eftablijhed

Party, or of any other. There are

Priefts of all Parties. Whatfoever Va-

riety attends their respective Habits

and Appearance, the Humour and

Genius of them is one and the fame.

'Tis equally a Truth, wherever a vir-

tuous and mode/} Minifter is met with,

he is worthy of Refpecl, be his Party

what it may.

So far we are come delineating the

Character of a true Proteftant ; his

Right of private Judgment ; Ufe of

it; his Temper; and, if I may fo ex-

prefs it, Management of himfelf, with

refpect to Parties.

Let us now enquire whether Time

and Experience docs not confirm the

Juftnefs of fuch a Character.

Let
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Let a moderate Survey be taken of

Fads. What End have religious Efta-

blimments, whether of Men or Things,

anfwered ? What have they produced ?

An Uniformity indeed, but with the

Tower Claffes of Mankind, generally an

Uniformity of Ignorance. As to the

upper Claffes, Perfons of Education

and Power are never much controuled

by the Eftablimment, and the Clergy

themfelves are not backward to evade

it, in many Refpects, for themfelves,

howfoever they would bind it upon

others. 'Tis well known by thofe who
have made Obfervation and Enquiry,

that very much Alteration hath arifen

in the Church of England, fince its

iirft Sanction, both in Difcipline and

Doctrine, efpecially in the latter.

If the prefent Generation think that

they are ftanding upon the eftablimed

Doctrines, they are greatly miftaken.

Since the Time of Archbifhop Laud^

whofe Influence was unhappily fo great

in
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in the Reign of Charles the Firft, the

Clergy have introduced into the Pulpit

a new Scheme of Preaching ; a (mere)

moral Scheme, contrary to the Senfe of

the Church-Articles, or the Tenets of

foreign Proteftants, and our own Re-

formers. Not that I oppofe the Clergy's

Right of changing their Opinion, (if

they have any) nor would abridge

them more than others; yet cannot

help thinking, that they make full

light of a folemn Subfcription, and are

not wont to be fo unfteady in other

Points. There are Maxims and Ar-

ticles of a temporal Nature, where they

are fteady enough. Here they are of

one Mind, and of one Judgment.

I muft acknowledge my own Opi-

nion is for the old Divinity ; becaufe

modern Preaching does not appear to

me fubftantial enough to influence the

Minds of Mankind. They have not

in fact been reformed by it. Vice is

too mighty for it. Pollibly to our

new Divinity may be owing, in fome

mcafure,
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meafure, that DifToIution of Manners,
{

and formidable Abfence of Integrity
^ t

which hath been creeping upon the

Nation feveral Years, threatening Ruin
to the State. But I refer this to the

Reader, and (with Deference) be our

Statefmen too, to judge as they con-

ceive convenient.

Let us go on to the Cafe of the

Canons, another Part of our Ecclefiafti-

cal Eftablifliment. What does Time
and Experience fhew us about thefe ?

Are they ufed -to any good purpofe, or

ever likely fo to be ufed ? They have

followed obfolete Statutes ; or are like a

Rod, which fome Nurfe hides over the

Chimney, till it is covered with Duft.

A Rod fhe never brings out againft

a favourite Child ; it is produced, if at

all, againft a fort of Outcafts. The
Canons are fuppofed to be Rules of

Government and Difciplinc, but it is

only fuppofed. Whom do they con-

clude, except the powerlefs and im-

prudent ! Perhaps it will be replied,

the
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the Age of the World is unfavourable

to Church-Power : The Hands of the

Clergy are tied up. Poffibly fo, in

fome meafure ; becaufe their Hands

were apt to be loofe againft wrong Per-

fons» Yet Times and Seafons cannot,

I fhould think, hinder the Clergy from

being regular and orderly themfelves.

They might conform to Rule in their

own Conduct. Could they do no more,

they might fet a good Example. It is

Matter of Stumbling to the Laity,

when they hear and difcern amongft

them fo much Non-Reftdence, Plurali-

ties and Difpe?7fdtio?ts. Are they ne-

cessitated to thefe Things? Does the

Infidelity or Unfavourablenefs of the

Times they complain of keep a Prelate

from his Diocefe, or a Miniftcr from

rcfiding with his Flock? Thefe Com-
plaints fhould induce them, one would
think, to be more ftriclly rcfident, to

prevent Infection; more watchful and

laborious than ordinary, if the Benefit

of the Sheep be their principal Object.

Is there fuch a Deficiency in the num-
D ber
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ber of Minifters now-a-days, that many
are obliged to be Pluralifts ? Are they

the worthieft of the Order always, who
poffefs th7~ee or four Preferments ; or

they the unworthieft, who go without

any, and perhaps have Families that

foffer great Inconveniences through

Straitnefs of Circumftance ! Fafts are

ftubborn Things ; if the Brethren op-

prefs one another, what will not the

Laity infer? No Precept can fpeak

fo loud as Example. It is in vain to

cry out againft Infidelity and Deifm ;

it requires no great Sagacity to difcern

from what Quarter Infidelity takes Ert-

eauragementy if not its Beginning.

The Affair of Difpenfations witnefles

that Ecclefiaftical Perfons do not chufe

to be confined and abridged, when a

Connivance and Indulgence can be

had. Not many deny themfelves, or

are reftrained, by Confcience of the

(labliflifnent. I know but one Carton

fecure from all Infringement, and that

is the 7 2d, latter Part, which pro-

hibits
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hibits their cafting out any Devil
y

or

Devils, without Licence of the Ordi-

nary. I apprehend the Matter here to

be pretty fafe, perhaps equally without

a Licence, and with one.

Difpenfations evidently fhew, that

the Clergy do not efteem the Eftablifh-

ment facred in its own Nature. If it

be fit to excufe a Son, or a Nephew,
or a Favourite from ftricl: Observances,

I fhould be apt to argue, it would be

as fit to excufe others. And farther,

if the Clergy in general feel little Co-
ercion by the Canons, I fhould be apt

to argue, it was an unnatural Coercion

from the Beginning, fuch as no Man
could, in every refpeel, abide by; fuch

which the Laity have the fame Juftice

to be exempted from, if there be any,

with the Clergy thcmfclves. Why muft
the Laity be put under Saws and Har-
rows, and left to fuftain Burdens, which
others will not touch with one of their

Fingers? Why muft the Laity ftand

all the Fire of Church Artillery by

D them-
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themfelves ? The Equity of Things

does not juftify fuch a Meafure.

The Jurifdi&ion of the Commons^

whom does it punifh or affect ? Not
the Clergy, nor yet Perfons of Rank
and Figure amongft the Laity. When
this Spider's Web catches a weak Sin-

ner, he is held, he is entangled, and

not extricated whilft a Drop of Blood

remains in his Body. The helplefs Fly

lofes its Life in the Web, whilft the

Bird of Force brumes it away with his

Wings. No doubt fuch Inequalities

ought not to be. The Jurifdiclion

either over-acts itfelf, or under-acls itfelf.

Or rather, the Foundation of it is

fcarcely warrantable. It is a Species

of Law that might be fpared. The
Weapons of the Church ought in no

Cafe to be other than lpiritual. What-
foever is more than this, I mean pecu^

7iiary and corporal^ whether executed

or not executed, is erroneous, and hath

no Foundation either in Scripture or

Reafon, It is a Relic of that ambi-

tious
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tious Church, or rather Court, of Rome,

where the Pope, who fitteth upon feven

Hills, has two Swords carried before

him, a fpiritual and a temporal one

alfo ; by a grofs and mean Conftruc-

tion of that PafTage in Scripture, Here
are two Swords. If any other Church

will not be prevailed upon to put up
her temporal Sword into the Scabbard,

it is time for the State to put it up for

her. The Time will come when Kings

fhall hate theWhore, and whatsoever ap-

pertains to her, wherever it is found,

be fcattered away. Truth will pre-

vail, Truth is the Daughter of Time,

and though the Mother is long in Tra-

vail, fhe certainly brings forth at laft.

With relation to the Book or Form

of Common Prayer
\ [ by the way a

kind of untouchable Plant. ] It may
be allowed there are feveral good

Things in this Compofition ; nor ihall

I criticize upon fuch Parts of it, which

fome eftcem otherwife. Yet there is

one Objection to it ; it is a wonderful

2 Thing
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Thing that Minifter and People mould

every Day in the Year, and for feveral

Years current, feel juft thefame Wants^

and have juft the fame Mercies to be

thankful for. Many Perfons, I do not fay

all, fcarcely confider what they afient and

fay Amen to. The Affair is a Form in-

deed with fuch. It is a kind of Tafk,

they are glad when it is over. But

one can by no means affirm its Accep-

tance with the Supreme Being. It is

too much like the Opus Operatum a-

mongft the Roma?t Catholics , where

the People depend upon the Work
done, no matter how, and perhaps

bring the Deity into Debt to them, for

their miferable Performances.

In Places where Divine Service is

read, and the Minifter afterwards de-

livers a Composition, which he holds

before him, in Writing, though pof-

iibly he may be a Man of Learning,

a foreign Critic would be apt to fay,

I fee nothing requiiite here, more than

to write and read. Here is Sufpicion

given either of the Minifter\ Incapa-

city
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city or Indolence. Such Performances

do not ftrike the Mind; there is too

much the Appearance of Form; a

Flatnefs fits upon the Audience, and

(in fome Places) 'tis with Difficulty

they refrain from a found Sleep.

Let * us ftand up and take a View
of the Manner of foreign Proteftant

Churches. But perhaps fome will ob-

ject afoiehand to this kind of Argu-

ment, by imminding me that we are

wifer in England, than all Foreigners

whatfoever. Be it fo ; the wifer the

better ; but let us not be fuch Mono-
polizers, as not to allow Foreigners

fome fmall Share. In the firlx Place,

the Cuftom of reading Sermons is un-

known abroad ; neither is there a Book
of Common-Prayer (if I am not mif-

informed) in any Proteftant State in

Europe. They fet forth in moil Cviun-

tries a Directory, a Directory in gene-

ral concerning the Heads of Prayer and

Doftrin:-, but confine not. • ex-

& a Gift and Ability in a Minifter,
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(if he has not a Gift, how is he a Mi-

nifter?) apt to manifeft itfelf by fome-

thing frefh and affecting, every Time
an Audience meets* Such is the Infti-

tution and Cuftom in Swisserland,

Germany, Holland, Denmark and

Sweden. This upholds religious Li-

berty, renders Minifters circumfpecl:

and laborious in their Office, and pre-*

ferves a national State from all eccle-

fiaftical Incroachment. With the above

Countries the Scriptures are the. Efta-

blifhment ; they have no other.

In Great Britain we have another;

a farther Eftablifhment, made conclujive

and determinate, for Ceremonies, Opi-

nions and Prayer, even to a tittle, by

Law. If the Arguments in the afore-

going Effay are juft, fuch an Eftablifh-

ment is not fo throughly Proteftant as

might be wifhed ; efpecially unlefs al-

leviated by remedial Laws. It fuper-

fedes the Scriptures in the Minds of the

Generality, and from an Auxiliary be-

comes the Principal 3 the Virtue and

Re-
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Religion it produces, turn out accord-

ingly vain, mallow and uncertain, and

either Superflation or Profanenefs will

always be apt to overflow a People, who
are in fuch a Situation. When Man-
kind have tried all the Schemes in their

Powef, they will find the Scriptures the

only proper Authority for, and Source

oi, Religion. There is no compelling

Men to be virtuous, or fetting them a

Form to be religious by ; all real Re-
ligion muft be free,

I would afk a Perfbn, who is uncom-
monly zealous for the EJ}al?liJ].v?ienf>

fince you refolve to have it, how do
you juftify your not obferving it in

every Point ? One Part bears the fame
Authority (if any) with another. Halt

thou appealed unto this Ccefar f Unto
Cafar lhalt thou go. Who is there,

who hath obferved precifely the Rules

and Orders which precede the Common-
Prayer

;
perhaps who is there that hath

read them ? Who is there who keeps

the forty Days of Lent
y
abftaining from

E
'

Flefh
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Flefli alfo every Friday (for io it is

ordered ) throughout the Year ? Should

it be alledged, that an Obfervation of

thefe Articles is not now expected ; or

perhaps never was practicable to the

mechanic and laborious Part of a Na-
tion ; this only tends to confirm my
Argument; namely, mews the Vanity

of fuch Appointments. Indeed, fup-

pofing Men ever fo capable of obferving

thefe Externals, ftill it will be a Truth,

that a fingle moral and virtuous Action,

one Act of Juffice or Charity in Life,

is worth ten thoufand of them.

Our Lord hath but one Church

throughout the Earth. Herein, I think,

the Romanijls maintain a Truth. It is

alfo a Catholic Church ; it never {lands

in Externals, or in a Name, or Party.

Chriftians collectively, of whatever

Name or Party, who believe in the

Son of God, and mew forth Morality

in Life, are Members of this Church.

Go where they will, or hov/foever they

may be diftinguifhed, they are all of

one
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„e Church, and, in cffcft, of om

Communion. Agreeably to this Pro-

teftant Maxim, when Grotius was

afked on his Death-bed, what Com-

munion he mould die in, that learned

Perfon thought it fufficient to aniwer,

that he mould die in the Church ot

Chrift.

Mankind are under an Error, who

think that Antkhrlft hath no Place but

at Rome. He is capitally there, but

not univerfally. All who confine

Truth to their own Church, or re-

ftrain Liberty to their own Party,

cherifh in their Minds the fame Spirit,

though they may not difcern it. Anti-

chrift is born in every Country, and in

every Man, and nothing but a thorough

Decree of right Rcafon cafts it out. It

is the Care of States, and the Honour

of wife States, to guard againft the

Evil, and to prefervc their Communi-

ties 'from it as fir as they can ;
and

every honeft Man, who loves Juftice

E 2 and
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and Mercy, & his Face again/lit to
theuttermonofhisAbuity '

Of all arbitrary Power the fpiritual
hath kept lts Ground longeft, and vvi

ftn.ehardtobethelaftthatfhallcuit

S '%dlfaP.Pear>
a"d content itfelf

without Exertion ; and well it maywhen its Hands are tied up. Bull

tions ? ns yet an Enemy in Ambu/h,
o* Wee a Fire fmothered under theAihes to revive by the firft favourable
Breath that mall blow upon it. Perhaps feme may reafon againft the Pre
caimon here urged, by taking Notice
that the prefent Age is favoured with aSet of Ecclefiaflics, efpecially amongft
the Prelates, who are Perfons of di-AnguAed Temper and Moderation.

rL\ a c^m Jet US keeP the™ foj
the beft of Men are Men frill. There"no Certainty in human Refolutions"

•

Power and Opportunity make furpri^mg Alterations
: And I take it to be a
1 Pro-



[ 37 ]

Pfoteftant Maxim, founded on Expe-

rience, never to truft either one Man,

or any Set of Men, with a Grain of

Power beyond what is necelTary. For

why ? this would be tempting our

Friends, doing them a Difkindnefs,

and rifquing a Nation's Happinefs

without a Caufe. Again, do Men
live for ever ? Who can foretel the

Difpofition of the next Age ? I muft

obferve, 'tis not a natural Cafe to fee

Ecclefiaftics favourable to religious Li-

berty, the Pofture we now poflefs, or

rather fome imagine we poffefs, is not

to be expected as a Conftancy, is not

to be depended upon. Should Time, or

Temptation, produce a Difference, Pre-

tence for Perfecution will never be want-

ing ; nor a Colour for the greatcft In-

juftice. Spiritual Tyranny always com-
mences and fets forward upon a plan*

fible Foot. It begins with Admoni-
tions, which are juft ; but by and by,

under a Notion of wholefom Severities,

it creeps to Body and Goods, every

Degree of which Difcipline is abic-

lutely
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lutely unwarrantable. Even an Auto

da Fe in Portugal, how artfully it con-

ducts itfelf. The firft Face of that is

fpecious enough, but the Features al-

ways grow darker, and more horrid,

the farther it proceeds. Pcrfecution

may begin alfo upon a few, (for it

wants no Policy) and thofe poffibly

fingularly obnoxious to popular Preju-

dice ; but we may be allured, it will reach

every Soul of Man at laft, who mail

prefume to be independent. Perfecu-

tion, upon whatsoever Branch of So-

ciety it rages, or at whatfoever Diftance

from others, is a Danger to the Pub-

lic, of fuch a kind, as when one fees

a Neighbour s Houfe on fire. In this

cafe we lend an Hand to quench the

Flame, and would gladly fee it com-
pleatly extinguifhed, left it lhould

reach our own.

Great Mifery hath attended the

World, through Perfons {landing up

for their own Liberties, without an

equal Care of others ; and perfecuting

in
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in turn, in the Spirit of the Church of

Rome, without claiming its Infallibility

or Dominion. One meets with much
of this Relapfe and Oversight, in the

Hiftory of Henry the Eighth, where

the Reformation appears as yet in a

rough Draught. The Setters forth of

Edicts and Alterations in thole Times,

particularly Henry himfelf, feem con-

ftantly to have forgot what was the Evil

they had removed, or the Authority

I
they had demolished. It is not fuffi-

icient for thofe who fucceed in Power
to fay, what we enact, what we en-

join, we do it not by a Roman Autho-

rity, it is contained in Scripture.

Others commanded falfe and unfcriptu-

ral Things; we nothing but the Truth

:

This Parade, I fay, is all impertinent

and frivolous, (who hath not faid the

fame?) unlefs Mankind are permitted

to judge whether it is Truth or not.

An Article may be in Scripture, to the

Eye of the Magiflrate, or Ecclefiaftical

Officer, and nobody befides be able to

difcern it. Still the Advocates infift,

learned
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learned Men fee it there* everv bodv
' j *

fees it there, except the obftinate. Well

;

as a Protejlant) I reply, I may be ob-

ftinate ; but may not others be imagi-

nary; and miftake, by the Force of

Prejudice and Intereft. You niuft per-

mit me to fee it for myfelf ; it concerns

my Soul. I muft not, ought not to

believe, or comply, without being firft

perfuaded in my own Mind. 'Tis a

neceffary Jujltce to my Confcience,

and jujl Men will concede to it. He
who fteps over, and forgets Juftice,

may a]ledge Scripture, Peace of So-

ciety, Authority of Government, or

whatever betides he pleafes ; the Thing

which inwardly moves, is none of thefe

Pretentions, but a di&ati?ig Spirit and

Self* Not but many great and excel-

lent Things were brought about in the

Reign I am fpeaking in Reference to,

yet the Pofitivenefs and Rafhnefs of

fcveral Proceedings, on the Part of

King, Convocation, and Parliament

too, cannot be denied. Thefe were

the rough Eflays of Proteftantiim, (for

nothing
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nothing can be brought to its Perfection

at once) rather to be corrected and im-

proved upon, than dcipifed by future

Tin^rj. The milder Sentiments which

appear in the fucceeding Reign of

Edward the Sixth, like a Calm after

a Storm, makes fome Amends for

all this Hurry and Difordcr. The
Sentiments of Edward's Reign, on the

Subject of Religion, are, for the Ge-
nerality, juft and mild. So are thoie,

generally , which run through the

Reign of Queen Elizabeth. A Prin-

cefs, who flood the Shock of Rome,

Spain and Fra?ice^ in Defence of Pro-

tcftant Liberty, both at home and a-

broad ; and has left an Age diftin-

guifhed in our Annals, for Courage,

Probity, Wifdom, and confummate Po-

licy. Under fcveral Princes, who fuc-

cceded Elizabeth, the Caufe of Liberty

was, by means of falfe Maxims in their

Government, in fome meafure impair"

ed and opprejfed. Many Incroach-

ments were made upon it, and more

attempted ; and a Struggle carried on,

F with
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various Succefs, between Liberty and

Church arbitrary Power, as well as o-

ther arbitrary Power, almoft till we
touch the Time of George the r^lrSi.

By the Acceffion of that Prince to the

Throne, high-flying Principles received

a Check, and Liberty revived. It was

preferved at a critical Seafon, and by

the King's fteady and honourable Ad-
miniftration, receiving frefh Vigour,

and growing in the Efteem of all ra-

tional Perfons, has happily flourifhed

to the prefent Day. Even the Ene-

mies of the House of HANOVER
(if it has any) will acknowledge, that

its Princes have maintained this Ar-

ticle in an unexceptionable manner.

They have made it a Point of Honour \

and, we doubt not, will continue a

Maxim at all Events, of fuch Dignity

in itfelf, and true Luftre to the

Crown.

If there are any Relics of Danger,

cr Precarioumefs attending Liberty,

we have a Profpect of their being re-

movedj
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moved, and vanishing wholly away.

Bigotry, has evidently loft Ground
;

and Liberty is more underftood and

efteemed daily. Pofiibly Providence

has referved for the House of H^z-
NOVER, the Honour of bringing this

great Article to its Perfection. Should

any one fuggeft, that the Benefit I am
ipeaking of is connected with fo great

an Evil, that I might have fpared its

Commendation ; mould, I mean, be

imputed to Liberty, that Vice and

mifchievous Licentioufnefs which have

lately prevailed amongft us; I anfwer,

Licentioufnefs is no Part or Branch

of Liberty, but ought always to be di-

ftinguifhed from it. All the Vice

which has appeared has been owing to

other Circumftances and Incidents,

which my prefent Subject does not re-

quire me to meddle with. No ill Con-

fequence ever did, or can flow from

Liberty, properly confidered in its won

Nature.

F 2 In
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In proportion as Men improve in

their Ideas of Liberty, they grow more

ccol and moderate, in relation to many
Articles, which before they laid great

Strefs upon. The Divine Right of this

or that Form of Church-Government,

whether by Bijbops, Priejis and Dea-

cons, or by Prefoyters and Deacons, or

in feme Form different from both

;

the Authority and fole Validity of

this or the other ministerial Order

;

their Right to exclude the reft, or at

leaft Preference to them, in admini-

ftring Things facred: Thefe, and fe-

veral other Points of the like Nature,

if not wholly ceafe, always lofe Ground,

as Knowledge and Experience gain

Ground in the World. After much
Fatigue, and fruitlefs Disputations, it

will be found (if I mjftake not) that

the Gofpel, or New Teftament, holds

forth no precife Model of Church-Go-

vernment at all. Nothing of this kind

was intended. It is not in the Nature

or Things to fit with one Model all

2 Times,
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Times, Perfons and Places, nor agree-

able to the free Genius of the Gofpel.

Had the Holy Ghoft intended one pre-

cife Model, either for Government or

ordaining of Minifters, he would not

have left it under a Difficulty to be per-

ceived or underftood, or iubject to

doubtful Difputation. It would have

been faid, as in fome Cafes we find it,

This fhall be the Rule. A mere

Example or Precedent in Scripture,

though it may mew a Matter lawful,

is no Argument of perpetual Obliga-

tion. Men are apt to be arbitrary in

their dealing with Scripture : Some

Things fhall be Precedents with them
for a Rule invariable, others not, as

fuits the Schemes previoufly conceived

in their own Minds. Such confult the

Word, with a View of bringing it to

their Scheme, not their Scheme to

Doubtlcfs different Models may be law-

ful, equally lawful, lor any thing the

Scripture intimates to the contrary,

provided the Liberty of Individuals I c

prcferved inviolable, and the Reality of

Re-
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Religion is found to flourifh under

them.

So with refped to the Validity of

this, or another minifterial Ordination,

in proportion as Prejudices wear away,

and Superftition, which is ever found-

ed on Fear, abates, Protectants place

lefs Importance in them, and, indeed,

in the Perfons and ProfefTions of Men
daily, and more in the inward Matter

or Subftance of Religion. They will

honour, and ought to honour, all Mi-

nifrers for their Wcrks fake ; but, if

they are wife, not for their Ordination

fake, be it Church, or be it Prefbyte-

rian, or any other. Perfons may come

in a minifterial Way, in their own
Wifdom, and with fo many Views,

that a private Chriftian fhould learn to

diftinguifh whether a Man comes, or

whether he is fent.

Again, Reafon and Equity will tell

us, that a religious Miniftry hath a

Right to be fupported, and a Mainte-

nance
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nance afforded fuch who attend in Di-

vine Offices, fuitable to their Character.

In this Point, the Scripture, both Old

and New Teftament, is abfolute and

clear. No juft Objection lies againft

a liberal Appointment for them, pro-

vided they are found Perfons of Virtue,

and are diligent in the Difcharge of

their Truft; but fuch who run before

they are fent, or who, to aggrandize

themfelves, are of that Number who
exhibit Sights in the Air, I know not

of any Maintenance they are intitled

to, except it be in fome Place of hard

Labour. It is alfo fit that Preferments

fhould be equally divided, for the real

Encouragement of Learning and Dili-

gence ; and perhaps that Contributions

fhould, in a great meafure, be volun-

tary, with refpect to one kind of Mi-

nisters or another ; otherwife there a-

rifes ftrong Temptation to Indolence

and JVeg/ecl; Perfons may expect lome-

thing for nothing, and thofe happen to

receive moft who are leaft deferving.

It
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It is obfervable, in Countries where

an Eftablimment hath prevailed, and

Places not of Profit only, but of Power,

are connected with a Member-hip in

the Church, it requires much Atten-

tion and Firmnefs to preferve the Inde-

pendency of the Crown. In this Situa-

tion a King can fcarcely avoid becom-

ing the King of a Party, and the fe~

cular Arm is made an Arm indeed, for

Ecclefiaitics to weild at their Pleafure.

In the Times when Popery was at the

height, the World lay under great In-

advertency on this head. What Vaffals,

in effect, did the Princes and States of

the Empire', and Emperor too, make
themfelves, to execute the Revenge of

Rome, and gratify the Papal Ambition

!

Many held the Stirrup fo long for his

Holinefs, that at laft they loft their

own Saddles. And who hath pitied

them for it ? In Eng!a?td, indeed, we
have feen, especially of late Years,

Princes of another Dignity, and an-

other Difcernment.

The
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The King of Great-Britain hears a

peculiar Title, Defender of the Fail

How do we interpret this Title! Si;:

ly not that it fignifies him Defender of

the Roman Catholic Faith ; but it it

hath a juft Meaning, it muft be thus,

Defender of the Faith of the Holy
Scriptures. Nor can it folely mean
him Defender of the Faith of the

Church of England; that would be

too narrow a Signification for fo large

a Title ; but of all the Chriftian

Churches committed to his Care,

throughout his Dominions. 'Tis true,

the Roman Pontif, when he made the

firft Complement or it to King Henry

\

might intend it in the Papal Senfe ; I

deny not that; but then our Kings

are not obliged to take it in that

Senfe ; they are not obliged to wear it

in a limited Senfe ; nor in any fhort of

a Protejlant CotnfrehenJioH,

To fupport the Dignity or a free

State ; to refcue the Crown from Con-
( fine-
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fmement to a Party ; and to ftrengthen,

in general , the Proteftant Intereft

;

poffibly a Time may come, poffibly,

I fay, but every thing in its Seafon,

when our Legiflature will think it meet,

by one fingle Acl", to cancel, at once, all

EXCLUSIVE Sanctions, with a View
to abolifh every DiJqualification, Re-

JlriElion, Pain, Penalty, Difadvantage

in Law, or Hardfhip of any kind, on

a religious Account, which have lain

upon the Nation. The Eftablifhment

would ftill fubfift, except in the ex-

clusive Parts ; that is, it would fub-

fift fo far as is Protejlant and ratio-

nal.

Till a Meafure of this kind takes

place, the Nation may have Intervals

pf Peace and Concord, through inci-

dental Caufes, fuch as the late Rebel-

lion, but no folid Unanimity. Ufur-

pation and Perfecution may fleep, but

will not be dead. The Sift of Tolera-

tion the Friends of Liberty are thank-

ful for \ it is a good Accruifition in its

kind y
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kind ; but it cannot be faid of it, that

it comes up to the Point, or is ade-

quate to the Evil. It gives fome Eafe,

(as the Act exprefles itfelf) not total

Eafe. If coercive Laws, in Matters of

Religion, are fit to be fufpended, they

are fit, for the fame Reafon, to be

wholly repealed ; otherwife the Evil

ftill continues, and the Wound in the

Body of the State is kept open. Whilft

we have only temporary Mitigations,

who knows how foon the State may
fuffer a Relapfe • every Day hath Dan-
ger.

By a general Declarative Act, as a-

bove, many injurious and embarraffing

Sanctions, particularly the Teji-slc},

would fall in couric. The Injury

which the Tejl-AB does to Religion,

through debafina; a iolemn Sacrament,

and occafioning ('tis to be feared) much
ihamerul Diffimulation , is acknow-

ledged by every Man or Virtue, as the

political Iniquity of it is by Men of

Underftanding. That Papiils fhould

G 2 be
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be excluded from Places of Power or

Truit, Reafon will allow, and, in fome

Senfe, demands, becaufe they are not

capable of proper Allegiance to the Go-
vernment, as owning a foreign Jurif-

di<3ion ; but that the Edge of that ex-

tufive Law fhould be turn'd againft

Proteftant Diifenters, w^hofe Attach-

eat to the Government hath been

long manirefted, and experiene'd, no

ifible Reafon can be affign'd. Reafon

.3 not jjuftify a religiousTeft amongft:

Proteftants, of any Kind, as being a

continual Inconftftency with the Right

of private Judgment. No Teft can be

necefiary, beiides the Oath of Allegi-

aucC) unlefs there cannot be an honeft

Man, or a loyal Man, amongft us, who
is not a Member of the Church of Eng-
land. Whatioever is more than the

Oath of Allegiance, proceeds from

Party, or is a Relict of Popery. An
Incumbrance upon Stateimen; proba-

- not originally a Dictate of their

own Policy, but proceeding from, or

at leaft taKen Advantage of by, another

Bodv

;



[ 53 ]

Body ; who, under Colour of procur-

ing the Security of the Crown, have

meant chiefly to corroborate their own;
therefore cannot be expected to relin-

quilh the Tefl-AB^ or any other A6ls

of that Kind, without Reluctance.

Whenever a Repeal is obtained, it mult

be a Lay-Wind that blows it. In the

mean time it is certainly hard, that,

with Refpect to Friends or Enemies, our

Princes cannot be permitted to judge

for thcmfelves. I mould be glad to

know when it may be fuppos'd, that a

Government is arrived at Years ofMa-
turity. One would hope the Time is

not far off.

A Comprehensive Scheme will

have a great Tendency to abolifh three

National Evils ; Party-Ammofity. Bi-

gotry, and Superftitio7i .

i . Party-Animofity. It is well known
what Mifchiefs to the State have been

produe'd by the Strife of Parties. Where
civil Difcord has flain its Thoufands,

religious
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religious Difcord and falfe Zeal have

flain their Ten Thoufands. The Whole
of this Evil, whether in Britain, or in

foreign Countries, hath always pro-

ceeded from want of Attention to this

one Principle, the Right of private

Judgment. In all Parts of the World

itarifes from the fame Spring ; moft

Ecclefiaiticks ( for I never mean all

)

fetting themfelves to oppofe, and to

difcourage private Judgment, to the ut-

termoft of their Power. Liberty is no

Friend to them. They cannot fo con-

veniently live under it. If one names

it, 'tis like Herefy ; they are prefently

in Perils amo?tgJi falfe Brethren. The
Church is in Danger. The Populace

takes the Alarm, it conceives Indigna-

tion, it rages, no matter how ignorant-

ly ; and it is well if the Government

itfelf efcapes the Combuftion. Such

Incidents have been, and are always

poffible to be again, till the Evil is

cur'd radically. The Notion of a right-

ful Church, with the Invalidity and Er-

ror of other Perfuaiions, floats fo agree-

ably
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ably upon the Surface of vulgar Minds,

that, with feveral, 'tis more than half

their Religion. Howfoever weak the

Notion, or delufive the Hope formed

upon it, it will have much Place with

Mankind, till they ceafe ftanding upon
human Authority, and all Proteftants

are brought upon one and the fame

Bottom. There is unconceivable Mif-

chief in placing them, fome upon higher

Ground, and fome upon lower. Un-
lefs their civil Merits be different, Pro-

teftant Reafon would place them upon
the fameGround, in the Eye of the Law,

and with reipedt to the Privileges and

Immunities belonging in general to his.

Majefty's Subjects. As to how they may
ftand in the Eye of Ecclefiaftical Per-

fons, being no Point which the State

is obliged to be concem'd with. To
prevent Miftakes, I would take notice,

that mould Protejlant Diffcnters at-

tempt an Eftablimment, or aim at a

Pre-eminence on their Part, the Ar-

guments in this Diiiertation (if it con-

i tain*
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tains any) would be equally flrong a-

gainft them.

The Civil Magiftrate mould fteer, as

near as he can, an equitable Courfe*

And though he forces none to his own
Perfuafion, he has a Right to recom-

mend fuch a Perfuafion, by his own
Example. He has alfo a Right to a

general Obedience, from Perfons of all

Perfuailons, from every Quarter. And
to fee that the Common Wealth takes

no Damage. Religion, or Conscience,

acquits no Man from the Obligations

of Subjection to Government. Should

any be found in his Carriage to difco-

ver Undutifulnefs or Diiloyalty, fuch a

One isjuftly controulable by the fecular

Arm, be his Perfualion what it may*

It is always fit to punifh Offenders,

though never on Account of Party.

2 . Bigotry', an Evil not peculiar to

Britain^ but the Produce of every Soil.

This lazy Foible confifts in an Attach-

ment to Perfons inftead of Things,

and
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and Cuftoms inftead of Reafon. Some-

times even to a Spot ot Ground, or a

Building, what ?7tanner of Stones^ and

what Buildings are here! To believe

as the Church believes, (what kind of

Belief it generally proves, hath been

obferved before) faves human Nature

fo much Labour and Application, is fo

compendious a Way, that the lower

Ranks of Men chufe much to tread in

it. Having no Learning themfelves,

they are apt to over-value that fplendid

Gift, and make an Idol of it in others

;

they are ready to conclude, that the

Minifter is after a fort infallible, and

that he feldom errs in the Pulpit, how-

foever he may err out of it. As infidel

a World as ibrne reprefent it, there is

abundantly more Credulity in it than

many apprehend ; and a Lcgiilature

may, without the leaft Diirefpect to

the Clergy, judge it convenient that

the People under their Care be kept as

clear of Prepoffeffion and Bigotry as

lies in their Power,

H It
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It is obfervable, that 'Pomp and

Shew in Religion, and even minijlerial

Habits, are apt to put fomewhat in

the Place of Religion which is not fuch,

and beguile Mankind of their Affec-

tions. They are Circumflances which

might be fuitable to a worldly Occa-

iion, and might forward a temporal

View ; but one cannot fay the Gofpel

affords them any Foundation. The
Gofpel is certainly a Stranger both to

Force and Art. Whatfoever is forcible

or artful, generally tends to Abufe.

Chriftianity makes the beft Way by its

Simplicity ; and the Miniflers of it

their juft and commendable Way by

their Merit and Behaviour.

3 . Super/lition is another Evil which

Mankind may, in fome meafure, be

enabled to avoid. Through Superfti-

tion many embrace the Externals and

Trappings of Religion, inftead of the

Subftance. When this mallow Infir-

mity will be wholly chafed out of the

World,
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World, I cannot affirm, but furcly

there is no Neceffity to furnim it with

all manner of Accommodations for its

Ufe. The Cuftom of numerous Cere-

monies may be juft in States where Ig-

norance is the Mother of Devotion, but

are out of Character in thofe, where

Knowledge mould be fuppofcd to havre

that Office, and who profefs the Purity

of the Gofpel. However, if fome can-

not content themfelves without Amufe-
ments of this fort, let fuch poffefs them,

if they pleafe, to the uttermoft, but

not neceffitate others to have the fame

Tafte. I am not very folicitous wha,t

Variety of Geftures another ufes in his

Worfhip, or what Conges he makes to

a particular Quarter, fo he docs not

compel me to follow his Example. Be

Perfons ever fo attached to an Efhblim-

ment, or Admirers of Ceremonies, as

efteeming them helpful, they cannot

condemn a Worfhip where there are

none, unlefs they will fry, that Reli-

gion frauds in external Things. We
read of worfhipping in Spirit and in

H 2 "Truth.
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Truth. I apprehend that Paflage to

have a Meaning. The leaft of its

Meaning muft be, that in worfhipping,

Spirit and Truth are the chief Thing.

Where thefe exift, they make a true

Worfhip, and a right Church, whether

its Materials be of Stone or Brick, whe-

ther with Ornaments or without; the

Supreme Being not refpecting fuch Ar-

ticles, whatfoever Men may do. If

many chufe a Place of Worfhip built

due Eaft and Weft, all Quarters are

theirs, let them enjoy that Pofition.

Let them poffefs all their Cuftoms
;

for I am not for compelling Men, even

to be free. But others ought to be

reckoned Chriftians alfo, and their

Churches valid Churches, though

they are not erected by the Compafs,

though Praying amongft them is not ac-

companied with a Surplice, and their

Sermons are delivered without a Gown.
They do not happen to efteem them of

Importance
;
perhaps look upon them

as Tokens of the Abfence of fomething

better.

Should
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Should there be Perfons found, who
are difpofed to preach even in the

Fields , and have their Meetings in

Places fcarce fheltered from Wind and

Weather, yet with due Affection to

the Government, I fee no juft Caufe of

difturbing them ; they have a Right to

it, unlefs Truth be local, and Religion

cannot exift but on confecrated Ground.

He that can hear of Variety in Opi-

nions, or bear any Sentiments different

from his own, without Anger, fuch a

one is a true Proteftant ; and though

this be not the Whole of Chriftianity,

it muft be allowed a great Step towards

it. Perfons come to be Chriftians

through being Proteftants firft. Few
arrive at the Knowledge of Truth, till

they are delivered from Prejudice, Cu~

Jloms, Syjlems, and, in fome Senfe,

from Men* Not Divinity only, but

Philofophy, Learning, and all Know-
ledge whatsoever, (of a valuable Na-
ture) depends upon Liberty in the

Mind,

3
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Mind, and flows from a free En-
quiry.

To fum up the Subject. Freedom

is the Foundation of every valuable

Attainment, and in an efpecial Man-
ner with regard to Religion. Not Per-

fons, nor Parties, nor Ceremonies, nor

Modes, nor Places, nor any thing

merely outward, but what is truly

moral, open and generous, what ho-

nours the Deity, and profits Mankind,

are the Objedls wife Men call and e-

fteem Religion ; and to thefe their At-

tention is fixed, nothing befides being

worth contending for.

Till the Mind is delivered from Su-

perftition, and exchanges Vaflalage for

a fober Liberty, daring to think for it-

felf, it is deceived, and, in effec\

knows nothing. How far this curtails

the Knowledge of the World, I have

neither Inclination nor Leifure, at pre-

fent, to enquire. The Man who dares

not
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not think for himfelf, is as much a

Coward as he who fears to fight an

Enemy. Through neglecting to put

in practice their religious Liberty,

many, too many, enjoy the Privileges

of a free Government in vain; and

after feveral Years Profeflion of Pro-

tejiantifm , are ( howfoever uninten-

tionally) Papijls ftill. On the other

hand, fuch are happy, and act con-

fidently with themfelves, who both

aflert their Rights, and make ufe of

them.

By fome grand comprehensive Act
of the kind above-mentioned, and the

Culture of a Spirit jujl to human So-

ciety, the Article of Liberty in this

Kingdom would be brought to Perfec-

tion ; and Reformation from Popery

date, as from a new JEra
y

its being

rendered compleat. Party and Ani-
mofity would feel the Blow, and be

extinguished together ; Bigotry would
wear awav, and Superftition grow a-

fhamed
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fhamed to fliew its Head ; Religion

would become rational, Society eafy,

the whole Britijh State ftrong, peace-

ful, invincible.

FINIS.

E R R ATV M.

Page 24, Line 6, for be our State/men too, read to mr
State/men,

1 . J










